according to their purpose and audience. Such hefty tomes present themselves first as reference books-as collections of articles by scholarly experts that treat the key methods, topics, historical developments, etc., in the field. Second, each Companion is addressed to students and teachers as a state-of-the-field resource that provides several benefits: a sound picture of the field, assessment of various theories and methods used in the field, a sense of the innovative developments and open questions, and plenty of information to follow up on. Finally, some Companions give primacy to presenting particular developments in a field and arguing for a certain methodological approach over others. Abolitionists and Anti-Abortionists'. This part is where the volume is most at risk of becoming uneven or idiosyncratic. And perhaps it is; it is hard to tell, for no reviewer has the expertise to assess the competence of all these specific historical and cultural analyses. But that's not a problem for a few reasons. First, most readers are not planning to read all 15 case studies straight through. Rather, they will dabble, and read a few cases to fill out their knowledge. So unevenness here may not present a problem, even if it exists. Second, the purpose of the case studies is to enable readers to test and apply the theories and perspectives from the first parts of the book. Since the Companion does not privilege a single disciplinary angle or thesis about religion's role in violence, it is difficult to say whether this aim of testing and application is achieved, beyond saying that teachers and students have the opportunity to make any number of uses of the case studies in conjunction with other articles. To conclude, this survey of The Blackwell Companion to Religion and Violence indicates its breadth, and thus its value to those studying the religious ethics of violence and peace, and to those studying violence and peace in other disciplines. The intersections of religion and violence are so vast, and they need to be considered from so many angles, that hardly anyone is a master of the whole. This Companion is a very good road map to the whole. While the book in its entirety is not for introductory students, many chapters can be read by students at any level. The Companion will spur advanced students and academics to explore methodologies and historical-cultural examples with which they were only passingly familiar. It is to be hoped that this is one of the Companions that Wiley-Blackwell chooses to make accessible in paperback, so that it appears not only on library bookshelves but on many personal bookshelves.
Of the instalments in the

